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Authoritarianism, prejudice, obedience and genocide: Political

social psychology perspective.

This study dealt with concepts of authoritarianism, fanaticism, obedience
to authority, and mass murder. The study asked a set of questions: What is
authoritarianism? What is fanaticism? What is obedience to authority? Is
fanaticism the result of authoritarianism only? What were Milgram's
findings? Can the mass murder that has occurred and is occurring in various
parts of the world be explained by the concepts of authoritarianism,
fanaticism, and obedience to authority?

The study worked to answer it through studies by Adorno and his
colleagues on authoritarianism through the Fascism Scale, and its extraction
of nine traits related to the authoritarian personality. And the factors of its
upbringing, such as parental upbringing, then Altmaier’s studies. And the
cultural factors that give rise to racial discrimination and intolerance. And his
concept of right-wing authoritarianism, and the concepts of tendency and
positionality regarding racial discrimination and fanaticism. As well as
Allport's research on authoritarianism and intolerance. And the characteristics
of an authoritarian personality.

Behavior of obedience to authority in an experimental laboratory and the
results of the experiment on obedience behavior. And the results related to
the cases of the respondents and learners. It also addressed the case of
obedience to authority and genocide in Rwanda. The differences between
what happens in reality with regard to obedience to authority, submission to
it, and the practice of mass murder, and what happened in the Milgram
experiments, and the difference also in some factors such as: the reduction of
value and the absence of hatred in the Milgram experiments, and the
difference between what the subjects of the experiment know and what those
who practice mass murder know. . There is collective responsibility for mass
murder, i.e. collectively organized evil. In evaluating Milgram's experiments,
it was found that they could not explain mass killings and genocide.

Keyword: authoritarianism — prejudice - obedience - genocide — political
psychology.
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